W elcome to the Alphabet Soup edition of Queue. You are about to wade into a sea of buzzwords and acronyms, but the future of enterprise computing is on the other shore.
Ian Foster (one of the originators of grid and co-author of the seminal book on the subject) and Steven Tuecke (another grid pioneer) present a view of the distributed computing landscape (page 26), driven by a vision of the shift from traditional vertical integration (all functions on a single computer or under single control) to horizontal integration (functions may be distributed among different machines or domains for efficiency or necessity).
Dean Jacobs presents his take on a very hot trend in the industry right now, software as a service (SaS) (page 36). The customer cares only about the interfaces and the service levels, so the provider can control the development approach and the deployment environment for optimal results and an on-demand solution. Venture capitalists attest to the flood of ideas and funded companies in this space, and CIOs of large companies have recently said they expect to shift significant percentages of their software spending from traditional licenses to SaS. Pankaj Kumar discusses a new generation of standards for IT management (page 44). Managing complicated, federated, distributed systems is inherently difficult. The story is complex and the acronyms get deep. Although it is too early to tell which standards will dominate practice, some will almost certainly have great impact on how enterprises manage their information technology.
Paul Strong discusses the advantages of running a grid within a firm with a set of new technologies running in a controlled environment (page 50). His article describes how to manage a complex and changing environment through virtualization, abstraction, and automation.
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